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Welcome to The Insurancenter Newsletter!
It is with great satisfaction that we bring this newsletter to you. In this issue and in coming months, we 
will discuss pertinent risk management topics which may affect you and your family. We sincerely hope 
that you will find this newsletter informative and please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any 
questions or needs.

You Can Do It Better With Us!

Homeowner’s Policy Won’t Cover Vacation Rental
IF YOU’VE been insuring your vacation 
rental with a standard homeowner’s pol-
icy, it likely won’t be enough to cover the 
various types of damage that are inherent 
when renting out property. 
And it also won’t cover any injuries that 
your guests sustain on your property, or 
lost income should it be rendered un-
rentable for a period. What you need is 
vacation rental property insurance, which 
is like a homeowner’s policy with added 
protection. 
Even if you have a contract that requires 
guests to pay for damages, plus a deposit, 
if someone can’t pay for damage, you may 
never be able to fully collect and you’re on 
the hook. 

What you need to know
A standard homeowner’s insurance policy 
will not provide coverage for business ac-
tivities. Also, policy language will vary from 
insurance company to insurance company 

and from state to state. So, it’s wise to give 
us a call about your options. 
Usually, there are two alternatives: 
• If the property is used mostly for short-

term rentals of less than 30 days, then 
you may be able to purchase a special 
endorsement for your homeowner’s 
policy from your insurer. 

• If you rent on a more frequent basis, you 
may need to buy a business insurance 
policy for short-term vacation rentals. 

The three main areas you’ll want to insure are: 
Liability – The biggest liability you’ll face 
with a vacation rental is injury to your 
guests or damage to their property due 
to your alleged “negligence.” Insurance 
would provide coverage for any injuries 
sustained by guests on your property that 
they blame you for, and for costs if they file 
suit against you. 
Building and contents – If one of your 
guests starts a kitchen fire that burns half 

the property down, this part of a policy will 
cover rebuilding of the structure and re-
placement and installation costs of con-
tents damaged or destroyed. 
Rental income – If your property is dam-
aged and rendered un-rentable for a pe-
riod, a proper policy can also reimburse 
you for lost income during that time. 

Before securing a policy
Before you decide on a policy, take stock of 
your rental:
• Do you provide recreational items like 

bikes or a swimming pool? This increas-
es your chances of a claim.

• What are the conditions around the 
property? Is the area prone to wildfires 
or other natural disasters? 

• Hire an inspector to check piping and 
wiring to bird-dog any signs of wear that 
could lead to a leak or fire. 

Continued from page 2



You Can Do It Better With Us!

Make Sure Your Vacation Rental is Properly Insured
Continued from page 1

Identity Theft Goes Beyond Online: Shred Docs
MUCH HAS been made of people’s identities being stolen 
through cyber attacks and other online means, but the majority 
of identity thefts are still being carried out the old-fashioned 
way by criminals finding documents bearing social security 
numbers and other personal information. 

Identity theft is a growing problem with consumers reporting 
more than 490,000 incidents in 2015, up an astounding 47% 
from the year prior, according to the Federal Trade Commission. 

Certainly, a good reason for this increase is online data theft, 
but a surprising number of Americans are still having their 
personal information stolen because of improper disposal of 
paper documents. 

The best way to combat this kind of identity theft is by regularly 
shredding paper documents when it’s time to dispose of them. 
But what documents should you shred and which ones can you 
just toss in the recycling bin? Here are our tips:

Anything containing your social security number – This is the 
number one bit of data that identity thieves want to get a hold 
of. With your social security number they can open checking ac-
counts and credit cards – and sometimes even take out loans.

Your social security number can be found on a number of docu-
ments, including:

• Pay stubs
• Tax returns
• Medical bills
• Health insurance cards
• Loan statements

Bank and mortgage statements – First off, you should keep 
these statements for up to seven years for tax audit purposes. 
After that time, there is no need to keep them and you should 
dispose of them. 

These documents should be shredded. While they sometimes 
may contain your social security number, they do contain your 
bank account statements and crafty scammers can produce bo-
gus checks that they can use to cash checks from your accounts. 

Utility and other bills – Utility bills may contain personally identi-
fiable information. Experts recommend that you keep these bills 
no more than a year. To avoid having your data exposed, you 
should then shred them.

Anything with your signature – It’s highly recommended that 
you shred any documents that have your signature on them. 
That’s because a clever criminal can learn to copy your signa-
ture, and combined with other personally identifiable informa-
tion they get their hands on, they could open accounts in your 
name and do real damage to your credit. 

Receipts – While you may want to keep some receipts for your 
tax records, any others you don’t need to shred and can toss into 
the recycling bin. Credit card receipts don’t contain your entire 
credit card number, so you don’t run the risk of someone gaining 
access to your card should they come across these receipts. v

If you also stay in your rental
If you insure your short-term rental as a business, you can also 
stay there since there are no standard occupancy restrictions on 
a business policy. This means the property is insured while you, 
your friends or family, and of course paying guests stay there.

If the short-term rental is also your primary residence, you can 
still purchase a vacation rental policy. In that case, the policy 
simply adds $1,000,000 in personal liability and $50,000 in 
loss of use to relocate in the event the property is being rebuilt. 
This is very important if you don’t carry a homeowner’s policy 
elsewhere. v
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Take these Precautions Before Going on Vacation
GOING ON vacation? Maybe you bought a trip to Bangkok or London, 
or perhaps you’re doing a tour of Civil War sites in the South. 

While the chances of you being affected by violence on vacation are 
typically low, there are other risks that you need to consider: like an 
unexpected problem at home – such as a plumbing leak – having 
valuables stolen or injuring yourself in a scooter crash. 

Reduce the chances of a surprise by taking  precautions like:  

Batten the hatches
If you think burglary is the biggest risk to your unoccupied home 
when you are away, you will be surprised to know that according 
to the Insurance Information Institute, the average post-vacation 
burglary claim is for $3,990, while the average loss cost for water-
related damage is more than $8,800. 

While you may think that a small leak can’t cause much damage, 
it can if left unattended. While a leak when you are at home may 
go undetected for a day or two, if nobody is home at all it can 
cause serious damage since nobody is there to stop it. 

The time between when a leak occurs and when it’s discovered 
directly impacts the severity (and cost) of water damage.

Bring jewelry? Check coverage
A typical homeowner’s policy has a $5,000 cap on valuables so if 
your bling is worth more than that, you may want to consider a jewelry 
rider with worldwide all-risk coverage to your homeowner’s policy.

Go low-tech
While you may be tempted to share your vacation photos live or 
the same day you take them on Facebook or Instagram, there 
is a chance this can tip off would-be thieves that your home is 
unattended. If you are sharing, make sure you have your Facebook 
privacy settings to friends and family only, and consider postponing 
uploads to the more open Instagram. 

Also, don’t use the “check-in” function or hashtags, as doing so can 
alert local thieves that a potentially gullible tourist is in the vicinity. 

In addition, unsecured Wi-Fi networks are prevalent in hotel lobbies, 
restaurants and other tourist destinations. Vigilant hackers can 
gain entry into your mobile device and your personal data on these 
networks, so use with care.

Accident insurance
Injuries and accidents can happen while on vacation. The level 
of international medical coverage provided by your domestic 
insurance provider can vary greatly depending on your plan, 
so you may have very limited coverage – or none at all. 

A travel medical insurance plan can provide the coverage you 
need. v

Preventing water damage
• Turn off water main before leaving.
• Check for leaks prior to departure.
• Ask a neighbor or a relative to check on your home every few 

days (they can also grab your mail and put it inside).
• Install a water shut-off device, if you don’t already have one. 

If you do have one, replace all batteries and set the device to 
“away mode” before leaving.

• Don’t pack jewelry items in your checked luggage.
• Keep all jewelry in your carry-on, preferably one that you can 

keep on your person during the whole flight. 
• When not wearing it, keep your jewelry in the hotel’s main 

safe – not in the room safe. Keep the jewelry there until you 
intend to wear it. 

• Don’t wear your jewelry at the beach or in the pool. 

Take care of your bling

The Insurancenter does not share email addresses with anyone other than your insurance company. We respect your privacy and promise never to sell your email address. If you prefer not to receive 
any further email correspondence from The Insurancenter of Fort Myers or your agent click here to unsubscribe. Please include your name with your request. 



Our business is built on satisfied clients and your referrals are our lifeline ... 
YOU are the best advertising we can get!

YOU REFER - WE REWARD!

Here’s how it works:
1. Refer someone to The Insurancenter. 

When they contact us for a quote and they 
tell us you sent them (don’t worry, we’ll ask) 
you will receive a $5 Walmart gift card.

2. It’s really that simple!
3. Rules and conditions are posted on our 

agency’s website.
4. Thank you for talking about The 

Insurancenter!

The Insurancenter of Fort Myers 
16591 S Tamiami Trail Fort Myers, FL 33908 
239-489-2838  insurance@insurance-center.net
www.insurance-center.net
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You Can Do It Better With Us!


